Subtotal reconstruction of the burned auricle.
The goal for external ear reconstruction is to restore the function of the helical rim in order to provide support for eyeglasses and to provide a cosmetically acceptable auricle. Reconstruction necessitates both flap coverage and flexible framework formation. This article reviews 22 patients who underwent subtotal reconstruction of the auricles after burns. The study was conducted from 1996 to 2003. The study group consisted of 14 male and 8 female patients aged 6-43 years (mean 21.9 years). Different modalities have been used: the temporoparietal fascial flap (eight patients), the subcutaneous pocket technique (11 patients), the pre-auricular skin flap (four patients), and the post-auricular skin flap (three patients). The flaps were used for coverage of fabricated autogenous cartilage in all patients. Both aesthetic and functional outcome was satisfactory.